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Tax return (Steuererklärung)

The good news is that not everyone is required to submit a tax return. If you are obliged to submit a tax return, the tax 
office will assume that insufficient taxes have been deducted from the employee.

In the following cases, you have to submit a tax return:

• if, beyond your wages, you have additional income totaling more than 410 euros per year. This may be, for example, 
income from letting or leasing, as well as pensions.

• if you and your spouse or partner have been paid wages and one of you is taxed according to tax bracket V or VI or if 
you and your spouse or partner have selected tax bracket IV with factor.

•  if the tax office has granted a  ätax allowance  for you, for example for the costs of travelling to work or for childcare 
costs, and your wages as a single person are more than 12.870 euros per year or, as a couple, more than 24.510 euros 
per year.

•  if you have received wages simultaneously from multiple employers.

Therefore, if you are a single visiting academic or scientist from abroad working for a single employer in Germany, you are 
not required to submit a tax return. 

However, a voluntary tax return may be worthwhile in some circumstances. 

Submitting a tax return is worthwhile in particular if:

• you have not been in an uninterrupted employment relationship as employee over the course of a calendar year. (For 
example, if you only take up your position in August, you will pay tax for the whole year. With a voluntary tax return 
you have the opportunity to recover the tax already paid.)

• the amount of your wages varies in the course of the calendar year.

• your tax bracket has changed in the course of the year.

Tax return

At the end of a calendar year you have the opportunity (if your stay is over 183 days) to submit a tax return to the tax office 
in your place of residence. In some circumstances you can use this to receive a reimbursement of some of the tax that you 
have paid. The documents required for this can be obtained from your local tax office or town hall. Alternatively, you can 
submit your tax return electronically via the äELSTER portal. The tax return should be submitted to the local tax office 
by 31 July of the following year. If you voluntarily submit a tax return, you still have four years in which to file it. After being 
processed by the tax office you will receive a tax assessment, stating whether and to what amount tax will be reimbursed 
to you. 

The most important documents for the tax return are:

• the tax ID number,

• your bank details and 

• a print out of the electronic wage tax certificate. 

The documents that you require can be found  ähere  (in German). For translation use  äwww.deepl.com .

https://www.vlh.de/wissen-service/steuer-nachrichten/mehr-netto-dank-freibetrag.html
https://www.elster.de/elsterweb/infoseite/privatpersonen?locale=en_US
https://www.steuertipps.de/die-erste-steuererklaerung/finanzamt-und-formalitaeten/welche-unterlagen-brauchst-du-fuer-die-steuererklaerung+&cd=1&hl=de&ct=clnk&gl=de&client=firefox-b-ab
http://www.deepl.com
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Types of tax

Income tax is deducted directly from your salary and transferred to the state by the employer. The amount of income tax 
depends on the tax bracket you are in. In addition, income and marital status are also decisive. All persons registered in 
Germany are assigned a so-called identification number, which retains its validity throughout their lifetime. They usually 
receive this number through the post a few days after registering at the Resident Services Office. It is necessary if you are 
to commence employment with liability for taxation. 

Church tax, collected by the state, is a particular feature in Germany. Under certain circumstances religious communities 
have the opportunity to have church tax collected by the tax office. For the major churches church tax (approx. 9% of in-
come tax) is collected by the state together with wage tax and deducted automatically from your monthly salary. You are 
therefore required to declare your religious affiliation when registering at the Resident Services Office.

For further information with detailed examples of the two tax forms please read our  äinformation flyer , which has been 
provided to us by Fischer / Fechner / Almasi Steuerberater Rechtsanwalt Partnerschaftsgesellschaft. 

If you have specific questions about tax law or need assistance with your tax return, your Welcome Centre/guest advisor 
can recommend a local tax advisor who is familiar with international tax law. (Please note that the advice of a tax advisor 
is subject to a fee).

Sources:  äFederal Ministry of Finance ,  äEURAXESS Germany ,  äELSTER Online Finanzamt  (in German;Downloads)

The following documents may help you understand your payslip:

•  äErklärung der Bezügemitteilung (German) 

•  äUnderstanding your payslip (English) 

Legal notice and disclaimer

This flyer has been compiled as part of the joint project k“Willkommen in Leipzig/Welcome to Leipzig” 

Dr Annemone Fabricius, Linda Kaule  (kWelcome Centre, Leipzig University International Centre)

Its content is not necessarily complete, comprehensive or fully up-to-date. It does not constitute legally binding information and is not able to replace 

information from experts on the respective topic. Despite careful checks, we cannot assume any liability for the content of external links. The operators 

bear sole responsibility for the content of the linked websites. Liability claims against the project partner institutions and their employees, which are 

based on material or non-material damage arising from the use of this information or through incorrect and incomplete information or services, are 

categorically excluded, provided that on the part of the project partner institutions or their employees there is no demonstrably wilful or gross negligent 

culpability.
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https://welcome-to-leipzig.de/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Steuerflyer_EN.pdf
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Web/EN/Issues/Taxation/taxation.html
https://www.euraxess.de/germany/information-assistance/taxation
https://www.elster.de/eportal/formulare-leistungen/alleformulare
https://welcome-to-leipzig.de/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Bez%C3%BCgemitteilung-Sachsen-Erkl%C3%A4rung.pdf
https://welcome-to-leipzig.de/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Payslip-Sachsen.pdf
https://welcome-to-leipzig.de
https://www.uni-leipzig.de/en/international/teaching-and-research-at-leipzig-university/welcome-centre

